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1. Introduction 
 

 

Welcome to the Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences (SACS) at the Western College of 

Veterinary Medicine (WCVM). You are beginning life as a graduate student which can be a daunting 

prospect. Your role as a graduate student will be very different than that of an undergraduate student. As 

a graduate student you will be much more independent and responsible for your own learning. Your 

supervisor and advisory committee are here for guidance as is the SACS graduate chair and graduate 

secretary. Ultimately, however, the success of your graduate program is primarily up to you.  

 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide you with basic information on the services available to you in 

your graduate program, as well as the duties and requirements that you will need to fulfill to complete 

your graduate degree. This information has been adapted from the policies of the College of Graduate 

and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS). More detailed information on graduate programs and policies can be 

found at the CGPS website (http://www.usask.ca/CGPS) and in the CGPS policy and procedures manual 

(http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/policy-and-procedure/index.php). 

  

http://www.usask.ca/cgsr
http://www.usask.ca/cgsr/policy-and-procedure/index.php
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1.1 Information about the Department and College 

The Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences is made up of academic faculty, clinical associates, 

graduate students, and staff. The department has faculty members with specialization in areas of 

anesthesiology, exotics and wildlife, dentistry, medical imaging, medical oncology, nutrition, 

neurology, ophthalmology, radiation oncology, rehabilitation, small animal internal medicine, and 

surgery. There are four other academic departments within the WCVM: Large Animal Clinical 

Sciences, Veterinary Microbiology, Veterinary Pathology, and Veterinary Biomedical Sciences.  

Faculty and clinical associates of SACS provide clinical services within the Veterinary Medical Centre 

(VMC), which provides primary and referral veterinary services for a wide variety of species. The 

VMC has three main areas: the Small Animal Clinic, Large Animal Clinic, and Field Service and 

Ambulatory Practice.  

Department address and contact information: 

Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine, University of Saskatchewan 

52 Campus Drive, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan   S7N 5B4   Canada 

Tel: 306-966-7084 • Fax: 306-966-7174 

Department Location: Room 2529, WCVM 

 

 

1.2 On the day of your arrival 

- Introduce yourself to the SACS graduate secretary (room 2529) and graduate chair 

-Pick up keys from the SACS office (building key, resource room key, office key, stairwell key) 

-Fill out employment and payroll documents provided to you by the SACS office. 

-Locate your office and mailbox; pick up office supplies needed for your program (SACS office) 

-Apply for parking if eligible (http://www.usask.ca/parking) 

-Walk to the bookstore to have your photo taken for your University Student Card or apply online 

-Register for any courses if it is the beginning of the semester 

-Read this document 

-Discuss further instructions with your supervisor 

  

http://www.usask.ca/parking
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2. Graduate Programs in SACS 

The Department of SACS offers clinical and non-clinical training programs. 

2.1 Clinical residency programs 

Only students with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree (or equivalent) may enroll in a 

clinical training program. In some cases previous internship(s) may also be required. In addition to the 

graduate degree, these programs offer advanced clinical training in a specialty area which allows the 

student to qualify and write specialty board examinations. Research and research training is a vitally 

important component of these clinical residency programs, and is fulfilled by the completion of a 

Master of Science (MSc-Project) degree.  Admission to most of these programs is through the 

Veterinary Internship/Residency Matching Program (VIRMP). Clinical students must be eligible for 

licensure by the Saskatchewan Veterinary Medical Association (SVMA).  

2.2 Non-clinical programs 

The SACS non-clinical graduate programs are more traditional thesis-based graduate programs that 

require completion of a Master of Science (MSc) or Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree; there is no 

residency component. Application does not require a DVM (or equivalent) degree. Admission to these 

programs is on a case-by-case basis and is largely dependent on supervisor approval and adequate 

funding. As these programs do not include a clinical residency, licensure by the SVMA is not required. 

Typically students wanting to complete a PhD degree must have either completed an MSc degree or 

transfer from an MSc to PhD program within two years. The transfer procedure is outlined in detail in 

the CGPS Policy and Procedure manual, but in general, requires completion of a Qualifying 

Examination, evidence of sufficient research progress, and satisfactory academic standing. In addition, 

the research project must be adequately funded and meet the standards of a PhD.  
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3. SACS Graduate Programs Descriptions  

3.1 Master of Science Degree – Project (MSc - Project) - Clinical 

The Master of Science is a professionally oriented Masters degree. The program’s primary focus is 

clinical residency training within a veterinary specialty area. The degree requires a minimum of 24 

credit units of course work and includes a research project which is smaller in scope than a thesis-based 

program. Students are expected to produce a manuscript suitable for publication based on the research 

project. Students admitted to the MSc program will have completed a DVM (or equivalent) and a 

rotating internship or equivalent practice experience (two years in private practice). An MSc within the 

department of SACS should be completed within 3 years. These programs incorporate professional 

training requirements of the individual specialty colleges in order to allow the graduate student the 

potential to sit the certifying examinations on completion of their program.  In combined MSc/residency 

training programs, the research component should occur over a concentrated period of time, usually 

early in the program before starting their clinical residency training program, however, timing of clinical 

training is at the discretion of the advisory committee. 

Course Requirements: 

- 24 credit units. For some programs this will be comprised of:  

o 12-18 cu of approved course work in area of clinical and research interest 

o 12 cu VSAC 820, 821 and 822 Advanced Clinical Practice 1, 2 and 3 (4 cu/year) 

- GPS 960 – Introduction to ethics and integrity (to be completed first term) 

- GPS 961 or GPS 962 if the research involves human (GPS 961) or animal (GPS 962) subjects (to 

be completed first term) 

- VSAC 990 Seminar series – enroll term 1 and 2 each year 

- VSAC 992 – Project (students must maintain continuous registration) 

- VSAC 980 – Clinics (students must maintain continuous registration) 

3.2 Master of Science Degree (MSc) – Non-clinical 

MSc programs in the department of SACS are thesis-based programs which require the defense of a 

thesis on a subject that allows the student to make some contribution to knowledge within the discipline, 

as well as related scholastic activities, including 12 credit units of courses. The department offers MSc 

programs which are research-based.  A research based MSc is expected to be completed within 2 years.  

The scope of the research project is larger than that expected for the MSc - Project. As a general 

guideline, data collection should be anticipated to take approximately 4-6 months of concentrated time 

and the resulting work should be the equivalent of 1-2 manuscripts.  

Course Requirements: 

- 12 credit units of approved course work in area of clinical and research interest 
o Students wishing to take additional courses may do so with the permission of their 

advisory committee provided adequate progress has been made on their research project. 

- GPS 960 – Introduction to ethics and integrity  
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- GPS 961 or GPS 962 if the research involves human (GPS 961) or animal (GPS 962) subjects 

- VSAC 990 Seminar series – enroll term 1 and 2 each year 

- VSAC 994 – Research (students must maintain continuous registration) 

3.3 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)  

The degree of expertise and independence expected of the PhD student is much greater than the MSc 

program. The purpose of the PhD is to educate individuals to become independent, reliable, and 

competent research scientists. The student is required to demonstrate reasonable mastery of a 

concentrated field of study. The PhD programs require 6 credit units of course-work beyond that of the 

MSc for a total of 18 credits, completion of a research project, and writing of a thesis based upon the 

research. The work should be the equivalent of three to five manuscripts. The PhD is expected to be 

completed in 5 years. Transfer from a MSc. to a PhD may occur after the first year and no later than the 

end of the second year in the program.   

Course Requirements: 

- 6 credit units of approved course work beyond the MSc minimum in the area of research 

interest 
o Students wishing to take additional courses may do so with the permission of their 

advisory committee provided adequate progress has been made on their research project. 

- GPS 960 – Introduction to ethics and integrity  

- GPS 961 or GPS 962 if the research involves human (GPS 961) or animal (GPS 962) subjects 

- VSAC 990 Seminar series – enroll term 1 and 2 each year 

- VSAC 996 – Research (students must maintain continuous registration) 

- VSAC 980 – Clinics (If applicable: students in a clinical residency must maintain continuous 

registration) 
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4. Application Process in the Department of SACS 
 
4.1 Clinical programs (MSc – Project) 

 

Students wishing to complete a clinical residency training program are first accepted into a residency 

program in the department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences. A number of these programs are filled 

through the Veterinary Internship/Residency Matching Program (VIRMP). Information on the 

application process can be found on the VIRMP web site (http://virmp.org). The VIRMP application 

deadline is early December for positions starting the following summer. Some positions are not filled 

through the VIRMP and are advertised through specialty websites and journals.  To view the list of 

current non-VIRMP graduate student opportunities in this department see the WCVM SACS website. 
https://wcvm.usask.ca/departments/sacs/residency-opporrtunties/residency-opportunities.php 
 

4.2 Non-clinical programs (MSc, PhD) 

Students wishing to apply for non-clinical programs in Small Animal Clinical Sciences must first have a 

faculty member in the Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences who has agreed to supervise their 

program. Interested students may contact the department for a list of faculty members interested in 

supervising graduate students. After a faculty member has agreed to supervise a program, prospective 

students should contact the Department prior to making any application to the CGPS. Supervisors 

should have project and graduate student funding in place prior to accepting a graduate student.  

Once a supervisor has agreed to supervise a student, has the appropriate funding in place and notified the 

Department, the student will be asked to access the website of the CGPS 

(http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/admission/admission_proc.php) where complete information on 

requirements and procedures for admission are available. Please note that international students are 

charged additional fees. Only applicants who are supported by scholarships or through their supervisor’s 

research grant will be accepted as graduate students. The level of financial support must be at least enough 

to meet the estimated cost of attending the University. Students with external scholarship support are 

encouraged to include this information with their application. 

 

  

http://virmp.org/
http://www.usask.ca/wcvm/graduate_programs/small_animal/current_opportunities.php
http://www.usask.ca/wcvm/graduate_programs/small_animal/current_opportunities.php
https://wcvm.usask.ca/departments/sacs/residency-opporrtunties/residency-opportunities.php
http://www.usask.ca/cgsr/admission/admission_proc.php
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5. Courses 
 

5.1 Credit requirements and courses  

Graduate courses at the University of Saskatchewan are typically worth either three or six credits. 

Courses that last for one semester are usually worth three credits and courses that last two semesters are 

typically worth six credits. The credit requirements depend on the graduate program:  MSc - Project 

(24), MSc (12), and PhD (6 beyond the MSc).  To receive credit for a graduate class, you must obtain a 

grade of ≥60%. The cumulative average for all courses must be ≥70%.  Some students may be required 

by their Advisory Committee to take additional classes to make up for deficiencies in their knowledge 

base. MSc students may be granted permission by their advisory committee to take one undergraduate 

class to make up for deficiencies. 

Courses offered will vary from year to year. The department offers several discipline specific graduate 

courses tailored toward development of clinical skills and preparation for specialty board examination.  

For a full listing of courses and to register, please consult the Course and Program Catalogue: 
https://www.usask.ca/programs/ 

 

5.2 SACS department courses: 

 

VSAC 800.6 — Advanced Veterinary Internal Medicine 
Deals with the pathophysiology of animal disease on a body system or organ basis. The 

pathophysiologic mechanisms of disease, the rational approach to diagnosis and therapy, and a review of 

common medical disorders affecting each organ system will be emphasized. 

Note: This course will be offered every third year. 

 

VSAC 802.3 — (2 weeks) Special Field Experiences 
Total immersion in the area of study pertinent to the graduate student. A complete report is required and 

should come from a daily log of activities and be organized from a protocol set up by the student's 

advisory committee prior to going out on this experience. 

Note: Requires 40 hours of practicum over a period of 2 or 4 weeks. 

 

VSAC 803.6 — (4 weeks) Special Field Experiences 
Total immersion in the area of study pertinent to the graduate student. A complete report is required and 

should come from a daily log of activities and be organized from a protocol set up by the student's 

advisory committee prior to going out on this experience. 

 

VSAC 810.3 — Veterinary Ocular Pathology 
To develop a thorough understanding of ocular pathology in domestic animals and to understand ocular 

fixation and processing.  These will be viewed in a live electronic classroom where the congenital, 

developmental, and acquired diseases of the cornea, sclera, conjunctiva, orbit, eyelids, glaucoma, uvea, 

lens, vitreous, retina, optic nerve and ocular neoplasia are presented.  Participants will be expected to 

describe the ocular findings on a variety of glass slides provided at random during the interactive session 

at the end of each week. 

Prerequisites(s): DVM or equivalent. 

Note: Pre-recorded lectures with slides are viewed online prior to weekly Internet Chat. 

https://www.usask.ca/programs/
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VSAC 820.4 —Advanced Small Animal Clinical Sciences 1  
Procedures in diagnostic and therapeutics as applied to the daily clinical case load. 

Prerequisite(s): Completion of DVM degree and registration in an MSc program. 

 

VSAC 821.4 —Advanced Small Animal Clinical Sciences 2  
Procedures in diagnostic and therapeutics as applied to the daily clinical case load. 

Prerequisite(s): Completion of DVM degree and registration in an MSc program. Completion of VSAC 

820.4. 

 

VSAC 822.4 —Advanced Small Animal Clinical Sciences 3  
Procedures in diagnostic and therapeutics as applied to the daily clinical case load. 

Prerequisite(s): Completion of DVM degree and registration in an MSc program. Completion of VSAC 

820.4 and 821.4. 

 

VSAC 851.3 – Inflammation and Repair 

This course focuses on cellular and molecular mechanisms of inflammation and repair. The course is 

intended to provide a strong foundation and the latest concepts and advances in inflammation. The 

course requires reading of the textbooks and latest research papers and review articles. 

 

VSAC 860.6 — Advanced Soft Tissue Surgery 
The anatomy, pathophysiology and surgery of the urinary, hemopoietic, endocrine and alimentary 

systems will be studied with respect to the basic principles of wound healing, shock, tissue response to 

trauma and biochemical parameters. Regular seminars based on current literature reviews will be 

required of the candidates. 

 

VSAC 870.6 — Topics in Advanced Small Animal Internal Medicine 
A discussion course covering the pathophysiology, diagnosis and therapy of selected important medical 

diseases in small animals.  The emphasis will be on critical review of the current literature and 

discussion of the implications for management of small animal patients. Note: This course will be 

offered every 3rd year. 

Prerequisite(s): DVM degree. 

 

VSAC 871.3 — Advanced Large Animal Ophthalmology 
Provides students with formal instruction in large animal (equine and food animal) ophthalmology. 

Students will learn to critically review classic and current literature on large animal ophthalmology 

topics. Students will acquire the ability to diagnose and discuss pathogenesis and design treatment plans 

for ophthalmic diseases of the horse and food and fiber producing species. Prerequisite(s): DVM or 

equivalent. 

 

VSAC 872.3 — Advanced Small Animal Ophthalmology 
Provides an in-depth review of the current literature on canine and feline ophthalmic diseases. It will 

review the anatomy and physiology, pathophysiology, pathology, diagnosis, differential diagnosis, and 

medical and surgical therapy of diseases of the orbit, eyelids, conjunctiva, cornea, sclera, uvea, lens, 

vitreous, retina, and optic nerve of both the dog and cat. 

Prerequisite(s): DVM or equivalent. 
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VSAC 874.6 — Diagnostic Endoscopy in Small Animal Internal Medicine 
A lecture and laboratory course that will familiarize students with the use of endoscopy as a diagnostic 

and research technique in small animal practice and will allow students hands-on practice sufficient to 

become proficient at a wide variety of endoscopic techniques. 

Prerequisite(s): DVM degree, enrolment in MSc degree program in the Department of Small Animal 

Clinical Sciences. 

Note: This course will be offered every third year. 

 

VSAC 875.6 — Advanced Small Animal Orthopedic Principles 
This course focuses on the anatomy, physiology, biomechanics and pathophysiology needed for 

understanding and treating common disorders of the bones and joints of dogs and cats. 

Prerequisite(s): Enrolled in the Small Animal Surgery Residency Program, or by instructor permission. 

 

VSAC 878.3 — Small Animal Anesthesia 
The course includes pharmacology of anesthetic and related drugs for small animal use, pathophysiology 

and anesthesia for procedures and disease states encountered in small animals. Anesthetic complications 

pertinent to small animal anesthesia and anesthetic equipment are included. The course includes pain 

physiology and prevention of pain in small animals. 

Prerequisite(s): An undergraduate degree in veterinary medicine 

 

VSAC 898.3 — Special Topics 
To be defined and described each time it is offered. A thorough study of a special topic pertinent to the 

specific goals of the candidate and their program. 

 

VSAC 899.6 — Special Topics 
To be defined and described each time it is offered. A thorough study of a special topic pertinent to the 

specific goals of the candidate and their program. 

 

 

5.3 Selected courses offered by other departments 

 

This is not a comprehensive list; please consult your supervisor and advisory committee for other course 

suggestions applicable to your area of interest.  

 

VLAC 881.3 Clinical Trial Design and Analysis 

A core course for veterinary graduate students who require an understanding of clinical trial design, 

statistics, and clinical epidemiology in order to carry out their research. The course will cover topics 

including clinical trial design, applied medical statistics, diagnostic test evaluation, and writing research 

grants. The course introduces students to statistical software, Stata.  

 

VTMC 830.3 Recent Advances in Microbiology 

This is a requisite course for students in Veterinary Microbiology. Partly tutorial, consisting of assigned 

reviews of recent advances in selected areas of microbiology, including bacteriology, epidemiology, 

immunology, parasitology, and virology. These discussions are student-driven and facilitated by 

individual faculty members with expertise in areas of discussion. Training is also given in the writing of 

grant applications, such that a major part of the course comprises each student writing a full-scale, mock 
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Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) application that addresses their proposed dissertation 

research.  

 

VTMC 831.3 Techniques in Microbiology 

A “hands-on” laboratory course designed to familiarize students with a wide variety of techniques in 

molecular biology: manipulation of DNA for cloning and analysis, detection and quantification of 

nucleic acids, sequencing of DNA, site directed mutagenesis, purification an detection of proteins, 

detection of rare nucleic acids by polymerase chain reaction, monitoring gene expression by cDNA 

microarrays and 2D-protein analysis, nucleic acid-based techniques for identifying organisms.  

Note: 5 week course beginning in May, typically every other year.  

 

VTMC 840.3 Molecular Diagnostics in Veterinary Medicine 

This course provides an introduction to molecular diagnostic methods including the concepts underlying 

nucleic acid sequencing, manipulation, detection, quantification and genomics and bioinformatics. 

Concepts will be illustrated by drawing on specific applications of these techniques in veterinary 

medicine with an emphasis on infections disease diagnosis and research.  

  

VBMS 880.3 Experimental Design and Statistical Analysis for the Natural Sciences 

This course is designed to provide students with a working knowledge of experimental design, data 

analysis and data reporting. The course will cover major univariate parametric and non-parametric tools, 

including more complex ANOVA designs (nested, repeated-measures, ANCOVAs), as well as a few 

multivariate ones (MANOVA, PCA). The course introduces the software program SPSS.  

 

VTPA 873.3 Wildlife Diseases 

This course deals with the ecology of infectious and non-infectious diseases of free-living mammals and 

birds. The etiology, epizootiology, pathogenesis and ecologic significance of the conditions are 

considered. Emphasizes diseases occurring in Western Canada. 

 

VTPA 878.3 Clinical Pathology for Residents 

 

VTPA 874.3 Anatomic Pathology for Residents 

 

5.4 Required non-credit courses 

 

There are several non-credit courses that you must register in as part of your program.  

 

VSAC 980.0 — Clinical Practice 
Recognizes the many clinical activities of students in the program that may not be otherwise credited. 

Students are required to make satisfactory progress in this course to maintain full-time status in the 

program. Students in clinical residency programs must register in this course.  

 

VSAC 990 — Seminar 
Discussion on research plans, protocols, and results by graduate students and faculty. Graduate students 

are required to attend and participate. Faculty and visiting scientists may also contribute to the course. 
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Note - An alternative seminar series may be considered at the discretion of the Advisory Committee, if 

deemed to be in the best interest of the graduate student. Attendance at the seminars is mandatory. If for 

some reason a student is unable to attend a seminar due to illness or other unavoidable conflict, they 

must notify the course coordinator in advance of the session they will miss. Failure to attend at least 

70% of the seminars may result in the assignment of remedial work at the discretion of the course 

coordinator and the graduate chair. All SACS graduate students are required to give at least one seminar 

per year during the series.   

VSAC 992 — Project 
Students in the MSc – Project (clinical) program must register in this course. 

 

VSAC 994 — Research 
Students in the MSc (non-clinical) program must register for this course. 

 

VSAC 996 — Research 

Students in a PhD program must register for this course.  
 

 

5.5 Course registration and deadlines 

 

Using the links below you can find additional information on these and other courses, registering and/or 

making changes to your registration, repeating or auditing classes, deadlines, missing a class, etc.  

 

- How to register and make changes 

o http://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registeringandmakingchanges 

 

- Registration deadlines 

o http://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registrationdeadlines 

 

- Link to Academic Calendar 
o https://students.usask.ca/academic-calendar/2018-2019.php 

 

 

5.6 Other mandatory university courses  

 

All new students must register in the WSEP safety course “New Employee Safety Orientation”. 

Information on how to register for this and other WSEP courses can be found at the WSEP website: 

http://safetyresources.usask.ca/services/training/index.php 

 

Depending on your area of research the following courses may be required. Please consult your 

supervisor or the WCVM Biosafety Officer about registration: 

 

- Laboratory Safety 

- Biosafety 

- Radiation Safety 

- Biowaste Safety 

http://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registeringandmakingchanges
http://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registrationdeadlines
https://students.usask.ca/academic-calendar/2018-2019.php
http://safetyresources.usask.ca/services/training/index.php
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- Fieldwork and Associated Travel Safety 

- Safety Orientation for Supervisors – if the graduate student is involved in the supervision of 

summer students 

 

Students will receive a certificate for each of these courses completed/passed. Please forward a copy 

of the certificate to the Graduate Secretary who will update your graduate file.  

 

If you have any questions regarding enrollment and registration please consult the Graduate 

Secretary or Student and Enrolment Services Division (SESD).  

 

SESD 

Administration Building – 105 Administration Place 

Student Central General Inquiries 

Phone – 306-966-1212 

Email – askus@usask.ca 

5.7 Additional recommended university courses  

Students may elect to complete non-credit courses offered by the CGPS, such as: 

 Thinking Critically: Professional Skills for Global Citizens (GSR 984) 

 Canadian Academic Acculturation and Literacy for International Graduate Students (GSR 981) 

 Introduction to University Teaching (GSR 989) 

These courses have no credit or fees, but require registration. Registration in these courses is limited to 

current graduate students in a Postgraduate Diploma or degree program. The courses will appear on 

students’ official transcripts. 

  

mailto:askus@usask.ca
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6. Committees and Advisory Committee Meetings 
 

6.1 Contributors to the graduate program and their roles 

 

In addition to yourself, your graduate program involves your research supervisor, your advisory 

committee members, the Department graduate chair, the Department graduate secretary and staff in the 

College of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Studies. As a graduate student at the University of 

Saskatchewan, you are enrolled in the College of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS), 

but your graduate program is administered at the Department level, which operates within the 

regulations provided by the CGPS. As described below, the role of your supervisor and Advisory 

Committee is to assist you in course selection and definition of your research area, provide support and 

advice, regularly evaluate your progress, and take appropriate action in view of this progress, as well as 

keeping records of this evaluation and actions taken.  

6.2 Roles and responsibilities of the graduate student 

Ultimately, you are responsible for the success of your program, although the faculty,  

Advisory Committee, the graduate chair and the graduate secretary will always be available to help 

with problems or concerns. Each specialty section has developed specific guidelines related to clinical training 

and preparation for specialty board certification. It is important the graduate students in clinical training 

programs are familiar with and follow these guidelines. In addition to these, graduate students in SACS are 

specifically responsible for: 

 

1. Demonstrating a commitment to the program through diligent and conscientious clinical, 

laboratory and/or field work. 

2. In the case of clinical residents, demonstrating a commitment to clinical service within 

your particular discipline 

3. Maintaining a spirit of professionalism and collegiality with peers, laboratory co-workers, and 
faculty. 

4. Adherence to University regulations concerning Academic Integrity  

http://www.usask.ca/integrity/ 

5. Timely registration for courses and payment of fees owing. 
6. Maintaining appropriate academic performance (minimum 70% GPA in coursework). 
7. Attending and participation in the departmental seminar series (VSAC 990) or seminar series 

deemed appropriate by the Advisory Committee. 
8. Arranging, being prepared for, and attending Advisory Committee meetings (twice/year).  
9. Seeking advice from members of their Advisory Committee where appropriate. 
10. Timely submission of scholarship applications and renewals, awareness and attendance 

to the stipend funding periods where applicable. 

11. Timely submission of research proposal, annual progress reports, manuscripts, and thesis. 

12. Retention of all data (raw and processed) with the supervisor upon completion of or 

withdrawal from the program, or upon leaving the University of Saskatchewan.  

13. Completing all items in the graduation checklist (see appendix). 

 

  

http://www.usask.ca/integrity/
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6.3 Roles and responsibilities of the supervisor 

 

The supervisor is responsible for providing supportive advice and discussions about the research, 

assistance with research design, and for timely review of research proposals, manuscripts and thesis 

drafts. Supervisors are also required to provide sufficient resources to ensure that the research can 

proceed as effectively as possible. These resources include research operating funds, and assistance in 

accessing appropriate research space and equipment as necessary. 

In the case of clinical residency programs, your supervisor is also responsible for guiding you through 

the requirements for board certification within your discipline. Some students may have multiple 

supervisors: either co-supervisors in a research project, or for some clinical residents separate resident 

and research supervisors. The supervisor(s) are accountable to the University or granting agency for the 

research you undertake (download the “Responsible Conduct of Research Policy” document at 
https://policies.usask.ca/policies/research-and-scholarly-activities/responsible-conduct-of-research-policy.php 

6.4 Role of Advisory Committee members  

 

Within the first three months of the program the Advisory Committee will be selected. The guiding 

principle underlying the Advisory Committee is that the student needs sustained advice from the 

beginning of their program if they are to move expeditiously and constructively through the program 

requirements. The Advisory Committee meets twice each year to review and assess student progress 

and to offer advice. However, students are encouraged to arrange more frequent meetings and/or to 

contact individual members of their committee whenever they need assistance. The Advisory 

Committee also plays an important role in assessing student performance in qualifying and 

comprehensive examinations and at the thesis defense. 

 

The Advisory Committee consists of the following members (minimum of 4 for MSc, 5 for PhD): 

 

1. Supervisor - a member of the faculty of the CGPS (adjunct professors included) 

2. Co-supervisors if applicable – in the absence of a CGPS faculty supervisor, persons who are 

not members of the faculty of CGPS may be granted permission to be a co-supervisor by the 

Dean of CGPS. Co-Supervisors share a vote in decision-making at the oral defence, and thus 

count as one member. 

3. Advisory committee chair – the Dept Graduate Chair or designate. 

4. Additional Members - a minimum of 1 for M.Sc. and 2 for a Ph.D. Must be members of the 

graduate faculty of CGPS, adjunct professors, professional affiliates.  

5. Cognate Member – a minimum of one for an MSc and PhD program. The cognate member 

cannot be a member of SACS Department but must be a member of the graduate faculty of 

CGPS or else granted permission by the Dean of CGPS. 

 

The supervisor, the student and the graduate chair most often guide the decision-making process for 

committee member selection. Collectively, committee members should have sufficient experience and 

knowledge to be able to effectively assist the student with research design, background, methods, and 

analysis. 

 

https://policies.usask.ca/policies/research-and-scholarly-activities/responsible-conduct-of-research-policy.php
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6.5 Role of the SACS Graduate Chair 

 

The SACS graduate chair offers advice and information regarding SACS and CGPS regulations to 

ensure consistency among Advisory Committees and among students within the Department. The 

graduate chair should be viewed as an advocate for the student and should be the first person that the 

student consults should problems arise that cannot be resolved directly with the supervisor and/or their 

advisory committee. On an administrative level, the SACS graduate chair is responsible for chairing and 

recording the minutes for annual advisory meetings, qualifying and comprehensive exams and defences. 

At the university level, the chair acts as liaison between the Department and the CGPS. 

 

6.6 Role of the SACS Graduate Secretary 

 

The SACS Graduate Secretary acts as the graduate student resource person, providing advice and 

guidance on procedures related to the Department, the graduate program, and CGPS requirements. 

The Graduate Secretary is responsible for setting up meetings, exams and defences, and for 

maintaining and submitting the appropriate paperwork to CGPS. 

6.7 Advisory Committee Meetings 

Within the first three months of a student's program, the Advisory Committee will be selected and a 

committee meeting will be organized. The Advisory Committee will meet with the student a minimum 

of every 6 months to discuss progress in the project and coursework. It is the responsibility of the 

graduate student to arrange the meeting assisted by the graduate secretary. These are usually arranged 

through an email poll. 

6.8 What is expected of you at a committee meeting? 

The purpose of the committee meetings in SACS is to assess your progress in your program in terms of 

your program of studies and research activities. It is expected that the graduate student will prepare a 

written progress report which is given to the Graduate Secretary and distributed to the committee five 

days prior to the meeting. See appendix 1 for a template for this report. At the meeting the student 

should provide the committee with a short presentation (power point recommended, approximately 20 

minutes) to provide a brief overview of the research and or progress to date, to update the committee on 

course work and credits completed to date and on what work remains to be completed with respect to the 

project and outstanding course work.  In addition students are expected to bring up issues that require 

input from committee members. Informal meetings between the supervisor and graduate student would 

normally occur on at least a weekly basis.  

For clinical residents a discussion of progress related to requirements related to specialty board 

examinations will also be included at the Advisory Committee meeting. Regular meetings with your 

residency supervisor to discuss your clinical performance and preparation for specialty board 

examinations are encouraged.  
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6. 9 Program of Studies 

Within the first year of a student's registration at the University of Saskatchewan in a graduate degree 

program, a Program of Studies form must be submitted to the CGPS by the department on behalf of the 

student, with a copy of the Program of Studies provided to the student. The department must provide an 

up-to-date curriculum vitae for proposed members of the Advisory Committee who are not members of 

the CGPS Faculty.  The Program of Studies serves as a contract between the University and the student 

such that successful completion of the noted courses, passing required examinations and defense of the 

thesis (in programs requiring a thesis) will result in the conferring of the degree.  The Program of 

Studies is, therefore, a critically important document in each student's file. Until it is approved, no legal 

contract exists between the student and University determining the specific requirements to be fulfilled 

for the degree. 

It is not necessary to inform the CGPS of subsequent minor changes in the Program of Studies. Major 

changes, such as a general change in course work requirements, change in supervisor, or significant 

change in research area, require that a new Program of Studies form be submitted. 
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7. PhD or MSc-PhD Transfer Qualifying and Comprehensive Examinations 

7.1 Qualifying Examination for PhD Students 

PhD students or students transferring from an MSc to a PhD program are required to take a qualifying 

examination. The purpose of the Qualifying Examination is to satisfy the academic unit the student has 

the potential to obtain sufficient knowledge of the chosen general field of study to proceed toward 

candidacy for the PhD degree. The content of the examination shall fairly and reasonably reflect 

material which the student could be expected to know and understand in view of the prevalent and 

current norms of the discipline and the student's chosen area of research. 

The Oral Examination (defense) for the award of the Master's degree at the University of Saskatchewan 

or other recognized universities may, at the discretion of the student’s Advisory Committee and the 

CGPS, be accepted in lieu of the Qualifying Examination.  

For students in the SACS program, the Qualifying Examination will comprise a written research 

proposal and results presented and defended to the satisfaction of the student’s Advisory Committee. 

Results to date should be presented in the form of a scientific manuscript, suitable for publication in a 

peer-reviewed journal. 

Format of the research proposal: 

 Literature review 

 Hypothesis and basis for hypothesis 

 Objectives 

 For each objective:  

 Rationale for experiment 

 Design of experiment 

 Anticipated results 

 Anticipated problems and proposed solutions 

 Significance of the work 

The research proposal and manuscript describing results to date must be submitted to the advisory 

committee at least one week in advance of the oral examination. 

  



 21 
 

7. 2 Comprehensive Examination for PhD students  

Comprehensive Examination is a requirement of the PhD program. The purpose of the Comprehensive 

Examination is to determine whether the student has a mature and substantive grasp of the field as a 

whole. Normally this examination is scheduled after the student has completed all course requirements 

and before beginning the doctoral research and thesis. The exam is on topics cognate to the candidate's 

field of research. A student passing the Comprehensive Examination is deemed a PhD candidate. (Policy 

and Procedures manual) 

The comprehensive exam is designed to determine whether the student has a comprehensive knowledge 

of the areas of research in which they anticipate receiving a PhD degree. Likely the areas will overlap 

heavily with the major heading topics in the literature review section of the student’s thesis, but the 

precise areas in which the student will be examined will be determined by the student’s advisory 

committee in consultation with the student.  Since the student is in a doctor of philosophy program, they 

are expected to be able to philosophize about abstract ideas and concepts. That is, this is not simple 

testing the student’s ability to compile complete lists of facts, but to put them together and project in a 

very reasoned fashion well beyond the data. 

7.3 MSc to PhD transfers 

Transfer from a Master’s program to a PhD program should take place after the end of the first year and 

no later than the end of the second year in the program. 

Recommendation to transfer from a Master’s program to a PhD program must be initiated through a 

formal meeting of the student's Advisory Committee that forwards its recommendation through the 

academic unit to the CGPS. The following conditions must be met: 

 The student shows great promise both in terms of academic accomplishments and in their 

aptitude for research.  

 The student has completed at least 12 credit units, and has achieved a high- academic standing in 

these 9 credit units (a minimum average of 80% with no grade below 70%) 

 There is evidence of good written and oral communication ability.  

 There is evidence the student has requisite research skills and knowledge to be able to 

successfully complete a PhD dissertation.  

 The student has successfully completed the PhD Qualifying Examination prior to being 

recommended for transfer. This examination for the purposes of transfer can only be taken 

once. A student failing the Qualifying Examination or any part thereof cannot be recommended 

for transfer.  

The Department rules and requirements for students wishing to transfer from MSc to PhD programs will 

be explained to the student at the first meeting of the Advisory Committee if appropriate: 

 Transfer to be completed within 24 months of starting their graduate program. 

 Transfer requires a minimum grade average of 80% for the 12 required course credits  

 Transfer requires successful completion of a Qualifying Examination. 

 The final decision for recommending transfer will rest with the student’s Advisory Committee. 
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8. Thesis Writing and Formatting for MSc and PhD Candidates 

8.1 Format 

A thesis is a lengthy written document that MSc and PhD students must prepare upon completion of 

their research. The thesis contains many chapters including a comprehensive literature review, and 

multiple research chapters. The format of the thesis varies according to the academic institution and the 

final product is approved by the CGPS prior to uploading to a public thesis depository.  

The department of SACS prefers that theses be produced in the ‘manuscript’ style, which consists of a 

manuscript, or cohesive series of manuscripts, written in a style suitable for publication in appropriate 

venues. Details on formatting can be found at https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-

preparation.php#Generalformandstyle.   

Before starting the writing process, ensure that you are formatting your thesis appropriately. You can 

refer to the “Guidelines for preparation of a Thesis” on the UofS website: 
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php#Beforebeginning 

Most students start working on their literature review early in their program. Toward the end of the 

program, students will query their Advisory Committee to ensure the necessary topics and sub-topics are 

included.  

MSc Students require a minimum of two robust and independent research chapters that are related 

around a common theme. A PhD thesis must have at least three, and generally four or five research 

chapters. The research outcomes of a PhD program must be novel and substantially contribute new 

information to a given area of research. Thus, PhD Students must have an Advisory Committee meeting 

in which the student is given “permission to write”. This is an acknowledgement by the committee that 

sufficient research has been completed during the program. For this meeting, students should be 

prepared to present an overview of all experiments and results in order to provide the evidence to 

support this.  

8.2 Timelines for completion of your thesis 

Depending on the length, most students require 2-3 months to write their thesis. The thesis must be 

approved by the supervisor prior to distribution to Advisory Committee members. At least 3 weeks must 

be allowed for the committee to review the thesis and send feedback to the graduate student. After 

feedback is incorporated into the thesis and it has met the committee’s approval, the academic unit will 

so advise the CGPS in writing. The thesis defence will be scheduled after the academic unit has advised 

the CGPS the thesis is ready for defence and has recommended at least one person(s) to serve as the 

External Examiner. The External Examiner is usually an expert in your area, but from another 

department (MSc) or institution (PhD)), CGPS requires a minimum of 3 weeks between submission of 

the thesis to the external examiner and the thesis defense.  

  

https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php#Generalformandstyle
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php#Generalformandstyle
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php#Beforebeginning
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9. Thesis (MSc and PhD) and Manuscript Defence (MSc - Project) 

9.1 Program duration 

The SACS department maintains targeted timelines for graduate degrees. It is recognized that research 

does not always unfold as initially planned and delays can occur. If this happens, it is important to work 

through the problems as best possible to avoid a lengthy delay or unsurpassable problem  

- Master of Science with Clinical Residency: 36 months – 48 months 

- Master of Science (non-clinical): 24 months 

- Doctor of Philosophy (non-clinical): 48 months 

The official program time limits imposed by the CGPS are five years for MSc, and six years for PhD 

degree, measured from the beginning of the first term of registration.  

9.2 Preparing for the Defence 

Regardless of your degree, one of the final events is the defence examination, which includes a public 

seminar of your research results followed immediately by an oral examination, which is an oral defence 

of your research thesis (MSc, PhD) or manuscript (MSc - Project). The thesis Defence will be scheduled 

with the assistance of the Graduate Secretary only after the SACS office has advised the CGPS that the 

thesis is ready to defend. In addition, the Advisory Committee will recommend at least one (MSc/MSc-

Project) or three (PhD) persons to serve as an External Examiner. The External Examiner is selected as 

an expert in your area, but from another department (MSc) or institution (PhD). The External Examiner 

must not have any conflicts of interest with the supervisor or members of the Advisory Committee. The 

Graduate Secretary will ensure the student file contains all documentation and that all academic 

requirements for the degree have been met. The student must ensure all requirements of the Program of 

Studies have been completed, registration is current, outstanding fees are paid, and University deadlines 

are respected in view of any particular convocation.   

For the MSc and MSc-Project defences, the CGPS must be notified a minimum of three weeks prior to 

the desired oral defence date. Upon receipt of notification, a convocation check will be completed by the 

CGPS to verify that all program requirements have been met, including current registration.  

For PhD defences, the CGPS must be notified a minimum of four weeks prior to the desired defence 

date. At least seven days prior to the defence, the student must provide a dissertation summary to the 

CGPS. This will be provided at the oral defense. All logistical arrangements for the PhD defence 

examination will be made by the SACS Graduate Secretary. The CGPS will provide a maximum of 

CDN $2,000.00 to help with expenses of travel, lodging, and meals of the External Examiner.  
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9.3 Oral Defence of the thesis (MSc and PhD) 

The thesis defense is the time in your program when you publicly announce and defend your results and 

conclusions. Normally, you present a seminar covering the entire thesis data set and conclusions, and 

then are joined in private by your Advisory Committee, the External Examiner, and a representative of 

the Dean of the CGPS for PhD defenses.  The External Examiner, followed in turn by each member of 

your Advisory Committee asks you questions about data, experiments or concepts within your thesis. 

Normally each individual in turn questions you for 15 to 20 minutes in order to determine whether you 

do indeed possess a comprehensive knowledge of your area and that you are able to develop rational 

philosophies related to your results. Normally, each individual also has a second 10 to 20 minute turn in 

asking questions. 

At the conclusion of the examination, the candidate shall withdraw while the Examining Committee 

decides by majority vote whether the candidate meets the requirements for the degree.   

Students should be prepared to make edits to the final version of the thesis. The normal 

recommendation is to allow either 2 or 6 weeks for the student to make the appropriate changes to 

the thesis. 

 

9.4 Completion of your thesis  

 

After the final revisions to the thesis have been addressed and approved by your supervisor and/or 

External Examiner, and your thesis is properly formatted, it will be submitted electronically to the 

CGPS for approval (http://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-etd.php). Students are required to print at 

least one copy that will be permanently stored by the SACS department. The department will cover the 

cost of printing the thesis for the student, supervisor, and committee members. Additional personal 

copies will be covered by the student.  

 
9.5 Timelines for completion of the manuscript (MSc - Project) 

A manuscript based on the research project, suitable for publication is to be completed and approved by 

the supervisor prior to distribution to Advisory Committee members. At least 3 weeks must be allowed 

for the committee to review the manuscript and send feedback to the graduate student.  The Advisory 

committee must approve the submitted manuscript as ready to defend.  

9.6 Oral Defence of the manuscript (MSc - Project) 

During the defence, the student shall make a public presentation of about 45 minutes followed by a 

private oral examination involving questions from the Examining Committee.  The Examination 

Committee will consist of the student’s advisory committee. Examination questions are limited to work 

done by the candidate for the project, to knowledge of matters directly related to it, and to peripheral 

knowledge of the subject matter. Each member of your Advisory Committee asks you questions about 

data, experiments or concepts within your thesis. Normally each individual in turn questions you for 15 

to 20 minutes in order to determine whether you do indeed possess a comprehensive knowledge of your 

area and are able to develop rational philosophies related to your results. Normally, each individual also 

has a second 10 to 20 minute turn in asking questions.  

http://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-etd.php
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At the conclusion of the examination, the candidate shall withdraw while the Examining Committee 

decides by majority vote whether the candidate meets the requirements for the degree.  Students should 

be prepared to make edits to the final version of the paper before it is ready for submission to the journal 

for peer review. 

9.7 Application to graduate 

 

Once the recommendations of the examining committee have been met, students who have met all other 

graduate program requirements must fill out the Application to Graduate form online through PAWS 

on or before the last working day of March to receive their degree at Spring Convocation, and on or 

before the last working day of August to receive their degree at Fall Convocation. 
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10. Information on scholarships and graduate student stipend funding 

10.1 Scholarships 

Graduate students may apply for several travel awards offered through the WCVM and the SACS 

Office.  Please watch your email for the call for applications announcements.   

Graduate Student Travel Award from Research Office - $200-300. Call for applications in September 

and March.  Watch for emails from WCVM Research Office.  The purpose of the award is to provide 

travel assistance to scientific meetings to graduate students. Preference will be given to those 

applicants presenting results of their research at meetings. 

Department Travel Fund for Residents - $1300/year for each year of your residency. The purpose of 

this award is to provide travel assistance (i.e. airfare, hotel, registration) for Residents to attend 

scientific meetings. 

U of S Student Travel Award - $350 for Canadian conferences/$550 for International Conferences to 

attend academic conferences or workshops in Canada or abroad. $200 to attend extra-curricular 

activities outside of Canada (i.e. special field experience).  See 

https://students.usask.ca/academics/goabroad/awards.php#UofSStudentTravelAward for application 

details. 

See section 13 for instructions on how to complete your travel request and travel claim. 

10.2 Stipend funding 

Graduate students in SACS are required to have stipend support. Minimum levels of support are 

currently $18,000/yr for M.Sc. students and $20,000/yr for PhD students, although supervisors are 

encouraged to provide more funding as resources allow. You need to be aware of the current source of 

your stipend funding, renewal dates, duration of support, requirements for progress updates for 

individual scholarships, and application dates for alternate scholarships. You will also need to inform 

your supervisor and advisory committee of any employment or consulting work which takes place 

outside your graduate program. Stipend support may not be available beyond the typical program 

length (2 years for MSc, 3-4 years for MSc combined with clinical residency, 5 years for PhD). 

The following list identifies the most common sources of stipend funding for graduate students in 

SACS, although they are not the only sources. Eligibility, stipend amounts, and application 

procedures for these and other sources of stipend funding are available on the CGPS website 

(http://www.usask.ca/CGPS/funding/index.php). 

1. NSERC/CIHR – students who hold either NSERC or CIHR stipend support will 

additionally receive an annual tuition scholarship from the Department for approximately 

50% of the annual tuition. Supervisors are expected to provide the remaining 50% of the 

tuition scholarship from operating grant funds. The CGPS also provides a $3000 annual 

award for holders of NSERC-PGS and CIHR scholarships. 

 

2. U of S Dean’s scholarships, including International Dean’s scholarships, are open to 

new students with a GPA of 85 % or better. Students are nominated by faculty or the 

https://students.usask.ca/academics/goabroad/awards.php#UofSStudentTravelAward
http://www.usask.ca/cgsr/funding/index.php


 27 
 

Department. 

 

3. U of S Awards - open to all U of S graduate students. Requirements for U of S 

Scholarships and Fellowships includes a minimum 80% GPA. A call for applications 

from the Graduate chair is sent out to graduate students in March each year. 

 

a. U of S Graduate Scholarships  

b. GTF – Graduate Teaching Fellowships 

c. GTA – Graduate Teaching Assistantships 

 

4. College Awards – open to graduate students in the WCVM. Eligibility varies between 

awards. These awards are administered through the Associate Dean Research office, and a 

call for applications is made each year.  

http://www.usask.ca/wcvm/research/research_fellowships.php  

a. Interprovincial Research Fellowship 
b. Graduate Enhancement Fund 

 

5. Research grants of supervising faculty – for most U of S and College awards, the student’s 

supervisor is required to fund at least 50 % of the annual stipend amount from research 

grants. Supervisors are encouraged to provide more than 50% of the stipend as funds 

allow. In some cases, student stipends arise solely from research grants. 

  

http://www.usask.ca/wcvm/research/research_fellowships.php
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11. Administrative Information 

11.1 Paying Tuition and Student Fees 

Payment information and due dates can be found at: http://students.usask.ca/money/tuition-fees/pay.php#Payment  

Tuition must be paid until your thesis is approved by CGPS. To avoid paying tuition for the upcoming semester, 

you should aim to submit your thesis to the CGPS and have all documents signed by the last day of a given term 

(April 30, August 30, December 31st). If you fail to meet one of these deadlines, you will be charged tuition, but 

can be refunded a pro-rated amount based on the day all paperwork is submitted.  

Please see the following links for the most current information: http://students.usask.ca/money/tuition-

fees/refunds.php 

https://www.usask.ca/cgps/policy-and-procedure/tuition-fees-registration.php 

11.2 Vacation 
 

Graduate students are entitled to three weeks of vacation per year, in addition to weekends, statutory holidays and 

regularly-scheduled university closures. Vacation should be scheduled at a time that is mutually convenient to the 

student and supervisor(s) and/or grad chair as applicable. Students receiving funding with a service requirement 

must take vacation at a time that does not cause disruption to the service requirements.  Unused vacation time will 

not be paid out.  

 

11.3 Attendance at conferences 

 

Your attendance and presentation of your research results at local, national and/or international 

scientific conferences is strongly encouraged. Normally, decisions on whether you will attend a 

particular conference are made jointly between you and your supervisor. It should be made clear in 

these discussions whether part or all of your expenses (e.g. registration, travel and accommodation) 

will be paid through your supervisor’s research grants, including how and when these expenses will be 

paid and/or reimbursed. Some funds for travel are available from the college. In addition, travel awards 

are available from CGPS or from the Office of the Associate Dean Research. 

To claim travel expenses from university accounts, a request to travel form must be completed prior to 

travel and submitted to the administrative assistants in the SACS office. See section 13 for details on 

how to complete these forms. 

 

11.4 Time in program  

Official program time limits are five years for MSc and six years for PhD, whether full or part time. This 

is measured from the beginning of the first term of registration for work that is included in the Program 

of Studies. Stipend support may not be available for programs that extend beyond these time limits and 

tuition will continue to be required until the program is completed.  

http://students.usask.ca/money/tuition-fees/pay.php#Payment
http://students.usask.ca/money/tuition-fees/refunds.php
http://students.usask.ca/money/tuition-fees/refunds.php
https://www.usask.ca/cgps/policy-and-procedure/tuition-fees-registration.php
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As soon as it is apparent that a student will not complete their program requirements within the time 

limit of the program, the student should meet with their Advisory Committee. If the Advisory 

Committee supports an extension, students may apply in writing to the CGPS, with a written indication 

of support from the Supervisor, the Advisory Committee, and the Graduate Chair, indicating reasons for 

the slow progress and providing a detailed plan, including a timetable, for completing remaining 

requirements. 

Time extensions may be granted for a period up to four months. Time extensions are granted to students 

who encounter problems while actively trying to finish their program. Students entering their final year 

should have a schedule for completion approved by their Advisory Committee. 

11.5 Leaves of absence 

 

Leaves of absence are available to students for compassionate, medical, parenting, educational, and 

‘Co-op Program’/Industry reasons. Leaves of absence are normally granted in four-month blocks to 

coincide with the registration terms (Sept 1 to Dec 31; Jan. 1 to Apr 30; May 1 to Aug 31). Maternity, 

adoption, and parenting leave may be granted for eight or twelve month blocks. 

 

The Head of the academic unit or Graduate Chair has the authority to approve a first-time leave 

request of up to 4 months for compassionate or medical reasons. For maternity, parental or adoption 

reasons, the leave may be approved for up to 12 months immediately following a birth or adoption. 

Short-term leaves of less than one month should also be managed within the home academic unit. 

Extensions to the initial leave period must be approved by CGPS. 

 

Requests for leaves should be discussed as early as possible with supervisors so that appropriate 

accommodations can be made prior to the beginning of the leave. Requests should be made in writing 

by the student for a minimum leave of four months to a maximum leave of twelve months. The Dean 

of the CGPS will consider any petitions arising from students whose request for leave has been denied 

by the supervisor or academic unit. The leave period is not included in the time period for completion 

of the degree, and tuition fees are not assessed during the leave. While a student is on leave, all 

supervisory processes are suspended. Financial support offered to the student as a full-time, fully-

qualified student is not available to students on leave. Additional information may be obtained from 

CGPS. 

 

11.6 Requirement to withdraw 

Students who fail to make satisfactory progress in their program, as shown by performance in clinics, 

course work, in examinations, in research, or in other program components, will be required to withdraw 

from the graduate program. Such students must be invited to meet with their Advisory Committee as 

soon as evidence of unsatisfactory performance is available to either the supervisor or the Graduate 

Chair. All relevant circumstances should be taken into account, every possible accommodation made, 

and appropriate procedures followed in order to ensure that the student has full opportunity to explain 

his/her situation and to take reasonable remedial action. 

 

When departments or colleges recommend that a student be required to withdraw, they must so inform 
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the student in writing through a copy of the recommendation sent to the CGPS Dean. After the Dean is 

convinced of the appropriateness of this action, official notification of the requirement to withdraw will 

be sent by the Dean to the student. The student may appeal this decision to the CGPS. 

12. College and University Information 

12.1 Identification and website 

The Graduate Secretary will arrange to have your profile updated on the department website. See the 

SACS Graduate Secretary to have your photograph taken as soon as possible.   

12.2 Office space 

Office space is very limited in the WCVM and is allocated by the College, not the Department. You will 

be assigned a desk in one of several potential locations in the building. Clinical residents will be 

assigned a shared office.  

12.3 Dogs in offices 

Dogs are allowed in the building but must remain in offices either in a kennel or on a leash at all times. 

A sign must be placed on the office door at all times to indicate that a dog is in the room. Please be 

respectful of others working in the office space and leave your dog at home if required.  

12.4 Personal computers 

If you are not able to supply your own computer, a computer (PC) can be supplied by ITS. Please discuss this 

with your supervisor. To gain access to the University network, please contact the WCVM Information 

Technology Services Department: wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca.  

12.5 Office supplies 

The SACS departmental office provides basic supplies such as binders, notebooks, pens, etc. Any supplies that 

are used for research must be charged to a research account, including paper and envelopes for letters, etc. Please 

talk to your supervisor regarding permission to bill to a research account.  

12.6 Use of SACS copy room (Room 2522) and resource room (Room 2530) 

You will be provided with a code to use the Xerox machine. Students have a limited number of allowed copies so 

be careful how you utilize this resource. The resource room has two computers, a scanner, and a printer. You can 

log into the computers in the SACs resource room using your NSID and password. Statistical software is available 

on these computers (Stata and GraphPad). 

12.6 WCVM Library Information 

mailto:wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca
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The WCVM Library is located on the third floor of WCVM. Journal stacks are now located in the Health Science 

Library, across campus. Study spaces are available to students on the fourth floor of the library. To find hours of 

operation and access search engines for publications and journal articles, etc., please phone a librarian at 306-966-

7205 (7205 if using a campus phone) or search online: http://library.usask.ca/vetmed/.  

http://library.usask.ca/vetmed/
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12.7 Rabies Vaccination 

The WCVM Rabies Immunization Policy is designed to ensure that all faculty, students and staff at the WCVM 

working with animals, carcasses, and animal tissues have the opportunity to be protected from exposure to rabies. 

All faculty, students, and staff of the WCVM must be immunized against rabies or accept liability by signing an 

appropriate release.  Rabies immunization and titer verification will be available to all WCVM personnel free of 

charge. If you haven’t already, you will receive information from the Dean’s office regarding immunizations. If 

you have any questions please contact the Dean’s office: 306-966-7455.  

12.8 Computer and Software Issues 

The University has resources available for computer issues that may come up during your program, such as 

Blackboard, or other software programs. More information on these resources can be found on the following 

website: http://www.usask.ca/it4u.  

If you require assistance with your computer or software, the WCVM Information Technology department is 

willing to help. Requisitions are dealt with on a first-come-first-serve basis. To request a services appointment 

please email wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca . The WCVM IT department has experience with both Mac and PC 

systems.  

  

http://www.usask.ca/it4u
mailto:wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca
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13. Travel 

13.1 Travel and Travel Allotment 

All travel related to University activities must be approved by your supervisor and the department. A 

travel request must be submitted prior to any travel. Please see the SACS administrative assistants to 

assist in submitting these requests.  

Only clinical residents are allotted funding to be used for travel to conferences. The amount is $1300.00 

per year and any unused funds can be rolled over for use in the following year for the entirety of your 

graduate program. The amounts are renewed each September and any claims for travel must be 

submitted within 2 months using the Concur system. Please see the SACS administrative assistants for 

help using Concur. Concur is the mandatory University travel booking system. Do not book travel 

outside of this online system.  

If you are not a clinical resident, please speak to your supervisor about travel funding that may be 

available through research grants or scholarships.  

13.2 Concur Travel and Expense User Information 

Concur is the system in your PAWS account that enables you to submit Travel Requests and claim 

expenses related to travel. In Concur you will need to set up the department office assistants as Expense 

Delegates and Travel Assistants. Please see the department office assistants for help in setting this up.  

- Log into your PAWS account 

- Under Admin Services option, click on Concur Travel and Expense 

- Click on Go to My Concur 

- Once the department approves the request, flights, hotels, and car rentals can be booked using 

Concur. After travel is complete, a Travel Expense report can be submitted for reimbursement of 

travel expenses. 

- Reimbursements for food can be made based on actual cost (requires an itemized receipt) or 

based on per diems. Discuss with your supervisor which is more appropriate.  

- Concur can also be used for staff reimbursement for items purchased for research purposes.  
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Travel safety responsibilities — U of S student traveling outside of Canada: 

 Familiarize yourself with Global Affairs Canada travel advisories 2-3 months before your trip 

o Confirm that your destination falls under "exercise normal degree of caution or high 

degree of caution" travel advisory 

o If your destination falls under "avoid non-essential travel or all travel" advisory, contact ISSAC 

immediately at itr.admin@usask.ca. Travel to these types of destinations is considered high-risk 

and will not be allowed without a successful exemption from the University's International Travel 

Risk Management policy. This means that travel must be approved by the Dean of the associated 

college as well as the Provost. 

 Inform ISSAC of your upcoming travel at least 30 days before travel by filling out the Trip set up form 

OR emailing your name, NSID, travel dates from/to Canada and the name of your destination country to 

itr.admin@usask.ca. If there are multiple travelers in a group, include their names and NSIDS in your 

email. 

o If your trip is being organized through a college and/or you have a supervisor, ask them if 

they have notified ISSAC already. 

o Once you or your college has notified ISSAC of upcoming travel, you (and all other travelers if 

applicable) will get 2 separate emails that explain your travel safety tasks. The emails will be 

sent to your U of S email address and will also provide you information about how to access the 

International Travel Registry and the U of S pre-departure orientation in Course Tools. 

 All tasks in the ITR including the pre-departure module are mandatory and must 

be completed at least 7 days before your departure. 

 If you have completed the pre-departure module in the last 12 months, email 

itr.admin@usask.ca and the task will be waived for you. 

 If you have problems saving your information in the ITR or any questions about your tasks, 

please send your information and inquiries to itr.adminPusask.ca  

 In order for the pre-departure orientation to be considered completed, make sure 

to complete the self-test at the end of the module. 

 Make arrangements to get a travel insurance that covers you for the entire duration of your trip. The insurance 

should include emergency medical services and preferably evacuation. 

 If you are a Canadian citizen, register with Global Affairs Canada prior to your trip so that the nearest 

Canadian Embassy/Consulate in your destination country knows about your travel and can assist you if 

needed. 

 Once overseas, please keep in mind that you are a U of S ambassador abroad. Travel safe. Learn about hazards 

related to the sites you visit, the activities you undertake and your decisions as a 

young traveler. Research your destination, the local culture, familiarize yourself with 

potential hazards and come up with a plan to avoid and prepare for these hazards. 

 Whether you are traveling alone or in a group, create an emergency plan that covers at least 

the following items. Share it with your college as well as ISSAC prior to your travel. 

o Examples of potential location and activity-specific hazards and what you would do in 

different situations (e.g. crime, nightlife, environmental hazards, political instability, 

scarcity of resources, cultural differences etc.) 

o Contact information to your partner university/organization in the destination country, contact 

information at the U of S and your emergency contact information in Canada. 

mailto:itr.admin@usask.ca
mailto:itr.admin@usask.ca
mailto:itr.admin@usask.ca
http://itr.adminpusask.ca/
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o The local emergency number and information about the nearest hospital(s) in your 

destination 

 In case of emergency abroad, contact the local authorities, the Canadian Embassy/Consulate if you 

are a Canadian citizen as well as the U of S once this is possible. You may also contact Protective 

Services 24/7 at +1-306-966-5555 to report incidents abroad. The university has supports and 

resources available to assist students abroad. 
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14. Campus and Group Email Addresses  

14.1 Campus Email addresses 

Emails can be searched using the University home page search engine – in People, places, web…search 

space, type in the person’s name or campus telephone number to perform a search or use the following 

link: http://www.usask.ca/search/.  

14.2 Email groups 

SACS 

wcvm_sacs_ca@usask.ca – all clinical associates in SACS 

wcvm_sacs_faculty@usask.ca – all faculty in SACS 

wcvm_sacs_gs@usask.ca – all graduate students in SACS 

wcvm_sacs_interns@usask.ca – all interns in SACS 

wcvm_sacs_staff@usask.ca – all staff (administrative assistants) of SACS 

 

WCVM 

wcvm_everyone@usask.ca – to email all WCVM employees. Do not use this for any personal business.  

wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca – any issues or assistance.  

wcvm_classifieds@usask.ca – To be used for personal business such as advertising housing etc.  

  

http://www.usask.ca/search/
mailto:wcvm_sacs_ca@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_sacs_faculty@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_sacs_gs@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_sacs_interns@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_sacs_staff@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_everyone@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_itsupport@usask.ca
mailto:wcvm_classifieds@usask.ca
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15. Campus Information 

 
15.1 Campus identification cards 

 

Campus ID cards are used at the Libraries and the Physical Activities Centre (PAC). Cards are issued 

through the University Bookstore located at 97 Campus Drive in Marquis Hall. Hours of operation are 

8:30am-5:00pm Monday to Friday. Students should take their departmental letter of offer and a photo 

ID. 

 

Phone: 306-966-4482. https://students.usask.ca/essentials/student-id-cards.php 

 

You may order your ID card on line and pick it up at the U of S Bookstore. Please wait one to two 

business days from when you submit the order before picking up your card.  

 

15.2 Parking on campus 

 

Not all students are entitled to a parking permit. Students in clinical programs are eligible for a parking 

permit because they have after-hours and on-call duties. If you are a non-clinical graduate student, you 

can apply for a parking permit via the main Parking Services site: http://www.usask.ca/parking 

 

If you are a resident or intern, please fill out the Staff/Faculty Parking Application: 

http://www.usask.ca/parking/faculty_and_staff/stafffacultyparkingapplication%20.php 

 

Phone: 306-966-4502 

Email: parking@usask.ca 

 

15.3 Disability Services for Students 

 

You are encouraged to register with DSS as soon as possible if you identify with one or more of the 

following broad categories. Please contact http://students.usask.ca/health/centres/disability-services-for-

students.php 

 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 

Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Brain Injury or Concussion 

Chronic Health Issues 

Deaf or Hard of Hearing 

Learning Disability 

Mental Health Issues (anxiety, depression, schizophrenia, eating disorders) 

Mobility of Functional Issues 

Low Vision or Legally Blind 

Temporary Issues (broken limbs) 

  

https://students.usask.ca/essentials/student-id-cards.php
http://www.usask.ca/parking
http://www.usask.ca/parking/faculty_and_staff/stafffacultyparkingapplication%20.php
mailto:parking@usask.ca
http://students.usask.ca/health/centres/disability-services-for-students.php
http://students.usask.ca/health/centres/disability-services-for-students.php
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15.4 Graduate Student Association – Health and Dental Benefits 

 

Visit the following sites for the latest information: 

Main site: http://gsa.usask.ca/ 

Heath and Dental information: https://gsa.usask.ca/services/health-and-dental-plan.php 

 

 

Phone: 306-966-8471 or 306-966-1295 

 

15.5 Dental Clinic 

 

103 Wiggins Road 

Phone: 306-966-5056 (Student Clinic) 

 

15.6 Student Counselling Services 

 

Place Riel Student Centre – 1 Campus Drive 

Phone: 306-966-4920 

 

15.7 Student Health Services 

 

Place Riel Student Centre – 1 Campus Drive 

Phone: 306-966-5768 

 

15.8 Student Central 

 

Student central provides undergraduate students with holistic, centralized assistance with finances, 

registration, and academic life.  

 

Student Central Officers: 

- Provide confirmation of enrolment for federal and provincial student loans 

- Authorize emergency loans and financial appeals 

- Provide information on scholarships, bursaries and other financial information 

- Troubleshoot registration problems 

- Process late registrations, audit registrations and section changes 

- Help students navigate PAWS 

- Provide information about exams, transcripts, and convocation 

 

Staff can also help complete pension plan forms, provide information on student records to third parties 

with appropriate authorization and assist in personal information changes. In addition Student Central 

Officers are information specialists who guide students on campus-wide services and resources. For 

more information call 306-966-1212 or email: askus@usask.ca 

 

  

http://gsa.usask.ca/
https://gsa.usask.ca/services/health-and-dental-plan.php
mailto:askus@usask.ca


 39 
 

16. Program Completion 
  

16.1 Official transcripts 

 

You can order official transcripts through your PAWS account at a cost of $10.00.  

 

16.2 PAWS account closure 

 

If an individual has taken 30 credit units or more, their PAWS account will stay active indefinitely, as 

they are considered alumni. Contact University Advancement to request account closure at 306-966-

5186 or email advancement@usask.ca. 

 

 

16.3 Program Completion Checklist 

 

- Return keys to SACS office, pharmacy, clinic, etc. 

- Return parking tag to parking services (if applicable) 

- Return cell phone or pager to the VMC office (if applicable) 

- Clean out your space for the next user 

- Maintain your PAWS account (if 30 cu minimum)  

- If leaving Saskatchewan and no longer need an SVMA license, you must resign from the SVMA. 

- Please provide our office with a forwarding address that we will keep in our files here in the 

office for our own use, but you must always make sure the University has your current address 

because they will use this address to mail your tax slips next February.  Note that you will not 

retain access to PAWS or your University email beyond your resignation date (unless a U of S 

alum) so if you have any emails in your University email that you would like to keep, please 

remember to forward them to another email address.  To update your address in PAWS prior to 

leaving: 

 Login in with your NSID and password 

 Click on the arrow to the right of your name which is in the top, right-hand corner of 

the screen 

 Select “My Profile” which will take you to a page where you can edit your personal 

information 

If you do not know your forwarding address before you leave WCVM and/or need to update it in 

the future, you can do so by contacting Connection Point at connectionpoint@usask.ca or 1-844-

697-4865. 

 

-  

  

mailto:advancement@usask.ca
mailto:connectionpoint@usask.ca
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17. Appendices 

17.1 Appendix 1.    
DEPARTMENT OF SMALL ANIMAL CLINICAL SCIENCES 

REPORT OF GRADUATE STUDENT PROGRESS 
 
Name of Student:     Date:    
Time:       Room:    
 
M.Vet.Sc.     __  M.Sc.     ____ Ph.D.     ____ 
 
Date of Enrollment:  
 
Previous Meetings:  
 
Present: (To be filled in by meeting chair) 
Regrets: (To be filled in by meeting chair) 
 
Committee: Chair:    
  Supervisor:    
  Other Member(s):  
      
  Outside Member:  
Courses: 
20XX-20XX: 
  Biosafety course: online course –Complete Y/N 
GPS 960 Introduction to Ethics Integrity – Complete Y/N 
GPS 962 Ethics and Integrity in Animal Research – Complete Y/N 
VSAC 980 Clinical Practice 
VSAC 990 Seminar 
VSAC 992 Project 
 
Credit courses (List) 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
 
Planned:  X credits 
 
20XX-20XX:   
 
VSAC 980 Clinical Practice 
VSAC 990 Seminar 
VSAC 992 Project  
 
Credit courses (List) 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
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Planned:  X credits  
 
20XX-20XX: 
VSAC 980 Clinical Practice 
VSAC 990 Seminar 
VSAC 992 Project 
 
Credit courses (List) 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
____ ___ ___________ 
 
 
Planned:  X credits 
 
Total credits planned: XX 
 
1. Research Project 
 
Project Title:  
 
Funding Sources for Research Project: 
 
Animal Care Protocol Number: 
 
Background, relevance and justification for proposed research (1 page maximum) 
 
Overarching research hypothesis  
 
Overarching research objectives  
 
Description of research plan 
 
Progress made in research since last committee meeting (in bullet form) 
 
 
Anticipated plans and goals for next 6 months in research project 
 
 
2. Specialty board requirements 
 
List specific requirements: 
-On clinics time 
-Case logs 
-Required rotations  
-Other 
 
Anticipated plans and goals for next 6 months for specialty board requirements 
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3. Clinical evaluations 
 
Provide self-evaluation of your progress on clinics  
 
 
4. Other concerns or questions related to your program 
Adjournment: (To be filled in by meeting chair) 
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17.2 Appendix 2 

 
College of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 

Graduating Student Checklist 
 

Completion of the following checklist is required in order for you to graduate: 
 ALL students: the online application to graduate will be found under the Academic profile channel 

in your PAWS account.   

 All thesis and dissertation students:  submit the final revised and approved version of the thesis or 
dissertation to the ETD Site  http://etd.usask.ca/ 

 all students who plan to attend the Convocation Ceremony:  order ceremony tickets and a 
graduation gown (once email from the Convocation office comes through your PAWS email 
account telling you that the window is open for ordering) 

 
Information regarding the ETD formatting and style may be found here:  
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php  

 

Important Information for Graduating Students 
1. Complete the Online Application to Graduate: 

Deadlines:  March 31 for Spring Convocation / August 31 for Fall Convocation 
Thesis and Dissertation titles can also be entered on this application.  A Graduate Programs Advisor 
will send a list of titles to the appropriate unit to check for accuracy. 
Please note: an application to graduate is necessary to receive a degree parchment. 

 
2. Submit all required documentation indicating program completion to CGPS 

Deadlines to meet eligibility for Fall and Spring Convocation may be referenced on the Academic 
Calendar: http://students.usask.ca/academic-calendar/2018-2019.php  
Thesis/Dissertation Students:  Once you have successfully defended your thesis or dissertation, 
there are several forms that your supervisor, committee members, and graduate chair must 
complete and sign and submit to the graduate programs advisor in CGPS, C180 Peter MacKinnon 
Building. 
*Course-based and Project students:  Check with your department to ensure that you have 
completed all requirements. 
 
Some general notes: 

 Course registration must be maintained until all requirements for graduation are complete.  
You must be registered in the term in which you defend and until all requirements have been 
met, including all required documents. 

 Ensure that you are within the allowed timeline for completion of your degree.  This timeline 
begins with the first class credited towards the degree.  Extensions to complete requirements 

http://etd.usask.ca/
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php
http://students.usask.ca/academic-calendar/2018-2019.php


 44 
 

may be granted; contact your academic unit to apply for an extension or to inquire about your 
time in program status.  If you are on extension at the time of your defence, CGPS will register 
you in the thesis course for the following term until you have finished all requirements.  You 
will be responsible for tuition and student fees. 

 If you are a current recipient of a graduate scholarship from CGPS, you must notify the Director 
of Awards when you will complete your degree.  Students are financially responsible for 
reimbursing the University for any payment(s) given in error. 

 Information about the graduation list will be available approximately three to four weeks 
before the ceremony – once CGPS has the chance to enter all information and complete the 
checks for all graduate students. 

 If you defend in Term 1 and complete all degree requirements and all forms are submitted 
before the Term 2 registration deadline, you will not need to register in Term 2. If you have any 
outstanding requirements, you will need to register in Term 2. 

 You can check if your documents are complete for graduation with your graduate 
secretary/administrative assistant located in your academic unit. 

 If you are eligible to receive pro-rated tuition refund, a graduate programs advisor will initiate 
this process on your behalf.  Refunds will be credited to the student account.  In order to 
receive all money refunded, please fill out the refund request form: 
https://students.usask.ca/documents/refund.pdf  and provide this to Student Accounts in room E40 
of the Administration Building. 

 If you require written confirmation that you have completed your degree requirements prior to 
receiving your degree parchment, send an email to susan.mason@usask.ca with the request, 
including the type of letter needed and a mailing address.  Please note, this cannot be issued if 
holds for outstanding tuition are present.  Please allow ample time for processing of your 
request.  

 
3. Submit the final approved version of your Thesis/Dissertation/Project* to the ETD Site: 

All Master’s thesis and Ph.D. students are required to submit their theses and dissertations to 
the Electronic Thesis and Dissertation Site.  Project students may submit their projects to the 
ETD site, as well, but not required to do so for completion of degree requirements.  Please see 
the site at http://etd.usask.ca/ for detailed information about this process.   

 
Notes about the ETD: 

 Supervisors and academic units may still require bound copies – please check with your home 
department. CGPS does not require bound copies* (excludes MFA Writing students) 

 Supervisors and academic units have the option to delay publication of a thesis/dissertation for 
copyright or other reasons.  Students will have options to limit access to their ETD.  Such 
requests are valid for one year.  Any request to modify these restrictions must be submitted 
before the allowed access time has expired.  Please email susan.mason@usask.ca if further 
explanation is required. 

  
  

https://students.usask.ca/documents/refund.pdf
mailto:susan.mason@usask.ca
http://etd.usask.ca/
mailto:susan.mason@usask.ca
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Notes on Thesis Formatting 

 A CONVOCATION DATE IS NOT TO BE INCLUDED ON THE TITLE PAGE.  The only date will be in 
your copyright line.  For example:  “Copyright John Smith, December, 2007 All Rights 
Reserved” where the month and year indicated are the month and year of defence. 

 Use lower case Roman numerals for the preface pages of your thesis.  Roman numeral “i’” is to 
be placed on the Permission to Use page and continues through to the end of the prefatory 
contents.  Arabic numerals will begin on the first page of Chapter 1 and continue consecutively 
throughout the rest of your thesis, including the appendices.  Do not include the title page in 
the numbering. 

 The ‘landscape’ style page(s) need to have their page numbers in the same place as on the regular 
‘portrait’ style pages, so that the numbers would all line up were the pages bound in a 
book.  Instructions on how to number landscape pages can be found by searching the web for the 
keywords ‘moving landscape page numbers’.  Word processing programs differ but one site to try is 

http://word.mvps.org/faqs/formatting/landscapesection.htm (or suppress the page number for that 
page; insert a text box with no borders in the position (middle bottom).  Then insert the page in 
this box and change the text direction). 

 The CGPS Electronic Thesis site (https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php) 
has information on thesis formatting.  Check with your academic unit as well, as they may have 
specific guidelines or styles. 

 The Learning Commons in the Main Library has computers with Adobe and other programs and 
are able to assist you in converting to Adobe PDF. 

 Submit your ETD directly to the ETD site where the graduate programs advisor will check the 
formatting of your thesis.  The advisor can then advise you about any required changes.  This 
site can be accessed from anywhere in the world and will accept just about any size file that 
may be attached.   

4. About the Convocation  Ceremony 

 Information about the ceremony is available at 
https://students.usask.ca/academics/graduation.php   

 This site will have information about tickets, ceremonies, where to meet, photos, etc.  It is 
adjusted for the next ceremony approximately a month after current ceremonies. 

 Announcements will also come through your PAWS email account regarding graduation. 

 In order to order tickets online for the ceremony – you must have a current address on your 
PAWS account.  Go to paws.usask.ca, click on address, click on “My Mailing Address”, and 
ensure that the most current address is listed and topmost.  The address at the top is where 
your degree parchment will be mailed if you do not attend the graduation ceremony.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to ensure this information is accurate and complete.  This address 
change should be done at the time of submitting your application to graduate online. 

 The University of Saskatchewan Ph.D. gown is black with green lining and gold trim. Please keep this in 
mind when choosing your attire for the ceremony. 

 All other degrees have black robes with hoods of different colours which represent the graduate's 

discipline.  Appropriate dress wear should be worn as well, as the black robes have no sleeves. 

http://word.mvps.org/faqs/formatting/landscapesection.htm
https://students.usask.ca/graduate/thesis-preparation.php
https://students.usask.ca/academics/graduation.php
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 Purses, handbags, etc. SHOULD NOT be brought into the backstage area.  There are NO 
facilities available to store valuable articles so please leave any items with a family member or 
in your vehicle. 

 Information about the ceremony itself will be supplied by the Convocation unit of Student Enrollment 
Services Division. This notice about the ceremony comes about 2 weeks after the deadline to apply to 
graduate. This information will list how to order tickets, information about how to order your gown for 
the ceremony, and basically anything to do with the ceremony. 

Contact Information: susan.mason@usask.ca  
Graduate Programs Advisor @ 966-2364, Room 116 Thorvaldson Building 

~~ 
Information about a student cannot be released to a  

third party without the student’s authorization. 
January 2017 

  

mailto:susan.mason@usask.ca
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17.3 Appendix 3 

Master of Science (MSc) 
(non-clinical) 

List of Mandatory Courses 
 

The following is a list of the mandatory courses that you should register for. Don’t forget to register for any 
elective courses! (vary from student to student-refer to your graduate committee meeting minutes)  Same 
registration deadlines apply.  For exact registration deadlines, visit: 
https://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registrationdeadlines 

 
Year 1 
Fall term Registration deadline – mid September (can register for Winter term at this time also) 

GPS 960 Introduction to Ethics & Integrity (needs to be completed during this term) 
  GPS 962 Ethics & Integrity in Animal Research (needs to be completed during this term) 
  VSAC 990 Seminar 
  VSAC 994 Research 
Winter term Registration deadline – mid January (if you didn’t register for these in the Fall) 

VSAC 990 Seminar 
  VSAC 994 Research 
Spring/Summer Registration deadline – early to mid May 
  VSAC 994 Research 
 
Year 2 
Fall term Registration deadline – mid September (can register for Winter term at this time also) 
  VSAC 990 Seminar 
  VSAC 994 Research 
Winter term Registration deadline – mid January (if you didn’t register for these in the Fall) 
  VSAC 990 Seminar 
  VSAC 994 Research 
Spring/Summer Registration deadline – early to mid May  
  VSAC 994 Research 
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Master of Science (MSc - Project) 
List of Mandatory Courses 

 
The following is a list of the mandatory courses that you should register for. Don’t forget to register for any 
elective courses! Elective courses vary from student to student-refer to your graduate committee meeting 
minutes for courses specific to your program. A description of the most common elective courses can be found 
starting on page 10 of this handbook.   Same registration deadlines apply.  For exact registration deadlines, visit: 
https://students.usask.ca/academics/classes.php#Registrationdeadlines 
 
Year 1 
Fall term Registration deadline – mid September (can register for Winter term at this time also) 

GPS 960 - Introduction to Ethics & Integrity (needs to be completed during this term) 
  GPS 962 - Ethics & Integrity in Animal Research (needs to be completed during this term) 

VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice (multi-term course – when you register for fall you are also 
registered for winter) 

  VSAC 990 - Seminar  
  VSAC 992 - Project  
  VSAC 820 – Advanced Clinical Practice 1 (multi-term course) 
Winter term Registration deadline – mid January 

VSAC 990 - Seminar 
  VSAC 992 – Project 
  VSAC 820 – Advanced Clinical Practice 1 
Spring/Summer Registration deadline – early to mid May 

VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice  
  VSAC 992 - Project 
Year 2 
Fall term Registration deadline – mid September (can register for Winter term at this time also) 
 VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice (multi-term course – when you register for fall you are also 

registered for winter) 
  VSAC 990 - Seminar  
  VSAC 992 – Project 
  VSAC 821 – Advanced Clinical Practice 2 (multi-term course) 
Winter term Registration deadline – mid January  

VSAC 990 - Seminar 
  VSAC 992 – Project 
  VSAC 821 – Advanced Clinical Practice 2 
Spring/Summer Registration deadline – early to mid May  

VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice  
  VSAC 992 - Project    
Year 3 
Fall term Registration deadline – mid September (can register for Winter term at this time also) 
 VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice (multi-term course – when you register for fall you are also 

registered for winter) 
  VSAC 990 - Seminar  
  VSAC 992 - Project  
  VSAC 822 – Advanced Clinical Practice 3 (multi-term course) 
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Winter term Registration deadline – mid January 
VSAC 990 - Seminar 

  VSAC 992 – Project 
  VSAC 822 – Advanced Clinical Practice 3 
Spring/Summer Registration deadline – early to mid May  

VSAC 980 - Clinical Practice  
  VSAC 992 – Project 
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MSc – Project Registration Cheat Sheet 

Course #.# Credits Course Ref # (CRN) Name of Course Comments 

VSAC 800.6 80958 (Fall/Winter) Adv. Veterinary Internal Medicine Offered every 3rd year to 
Medicine Residents 

VSAC 802.3 82222 (Fall) 
22805 (Winter) 

Special Field Experiences (2 weeks) For external 
rotations/experiences 

VSAC 803.6 85049 (Fall) 
23968 (Winter) 

Special Field Experiences (4 weeks) For external 
rotations/experiences 

VSAC 810.3 82571 (Fall) 
23396 (Winter) 

Veterinary Ocular Pathology Ophthalmology Residents 

VSAC 820.4 86813 (Fall/Winter) Adv Small Animal Clinical Sciences 1 All 1st year residents 
(starting 2017-18) 

VSAC 821.4 87226 (Fall/Winter) Adv Small Animal Clinical Sciences 2 All 2nd year residents 
(starting 2018-19) 

VSAC 822.4 TBA Adv Small Animal Clinical Sciences 3 All 3rd year residents 
(starting 2019-20) 

VSAC 860.6 80959 (Fall/Winter) Adv Soft Tissue Surgery Offered every 3rd year to 
Surgery Residents 

VSAC 870.6 81669 (Fall/Winter) Topics in Adv. SA Internal Medicine Offered every 3rd year to 
Medicine Residents 

VSAC 871.3 82462 (Fall) 
23035 (Winter) 

Adv Large Animal Ophthalmology Ophthalmology Residents 

VSAC 872.3 83156 (Fall) 
22647 (Winter) 

Adv. Small Animal Ophthalmology Ophthalmology Residents 

VSAC 874.6 83563 (Fall/Winter) Diagnostic Endoscopy in Small 
Animal Internal Medicine 

Offered every 3rd year for 
Medicine Residents 

VSAC 875.6 87296 (Fall/Winter) Adv Small Animal Orthopedic 
Principles 

Offered every 3rd year for 
Surgery Residents.  

VSAC 878.3 25369 (Winter) Small Animal Anesthesia Offered for Anesthesia 
Residents 

VSAC 898.3 Varies Special Topics  

VSAC 899.6 Varies Special Topics  

VSAC 980 81694 (Fall/Winter) 
40371 
(Spring/Summer) 

Clinical Practice This indicates to Grad 
Studies you are a full-time 
grad student 

VSAC 990 80962 (Fall) 
20831 (Winter) 

Seminar Friday Morning Seminar 

VSAC 992 82670 (Fall) 
22840 (Winter) 
40211 
(Spring/Summer 

Project Your research project 
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Other Courses    

VLAC 881.3 22308 (Winter) 
Offered every other 
year. Will be offered 
2018-19. 

Clinical Trial Design and Analysis Preferred Stats course 

VTPA 878.3 86814 (Fall) Clinical Pathology for Residents Fulfills clinical pathology 
requirements for Boards 

VTPA 879.3 86815 (Fall) Anatomic Pathology for Residents Fulfills anatomic pathology 
requirements for Boards 

GPS 960 86635 (Fall) Introduction to Ethics & Integrity Needs to be completed 
during Fall term of 1st year 

GPS 962 86655 (Fall) Ethics & Integrity in Animal 
Research 

Needs to be completed 
during Fall term of 1st year 


